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FOREWORD

The Disability Services Act 2006 was passed by the Queensland Parliament on March 29, 2006. It
provides a strong foundation for promoting the rights of people with a disability, increasing their
wellbeing and encouraging their participation in an equitable community. It includes measures to
safeguard the rights and safety of people with a disability and encourages service providers to
consider the needs of people with a disability when they design and deliver services.

The Queensland Police Service (QPS) supports the new legislation, which requires every Queensland
Government department to develop a Disability Service Plan to identify and address issues regarding
service delivery to people with a disability.

The QPS recognises the significant contribution that all members bring to the organisation through
their skills, experiences, perspectives and knowledge. As an employer, the QPS acknowledges the
right of people with disabilities to enter and participate in an equitable workplace.

The Disability Service Plan provides further guidelines for the development, and improvement of services
that are responsive to the needs of clients and members with a disability and their families and carers.

This Disability Service Plan has been developed through internal and external consultation and
clearly identifies our continued commitment to provide a high standard of policing services for the
whole of the Queensland community.

Bob Atkinson
Commissioner
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SCOPE

1. Introduction

The Disability Service Plan describes what the QPS will do to ensure its clients and members with
disabilities, their families and carers can access the services and facilities that are available to the
broader community. The Disability Service Plan includes:

e a policy statement about the QPS’s commitment to addressing the issue of access for people with
disabilities, their families and carers

e a profile of service users who will benefit from the plan

e a description of the methods used to develop the plan

e information about how the plan is communicated to people with disabilities, their families and
carers

e the method of reviewing, monitoring and evaluating the plan

e the method of measuring the progress of the plan

e the schedule for updating the plan

® a description of priority areas for action.

2. Policy Statement

The QPS acknowledges the rights of people with a disability; supports their inclusion in the activities
of the organisation; recognises the value of their contribution to its performance; and will ensure
services are accessible, safe, accountable and responsive to the needs of people with a disability and
their families and carers. The QPS is committed to removing barriers for people with a disability and
their families and carers and in doing so, integrating the principles of the Disability Services Act 2006.

3. Overview of the Core Business and Functions of
the Department

The Mission of the QPS is to serve the people of
Queensland by protecting life and property, preserving
peace and safety, preventing crime and upholding the
law in a manner which has regard for the public good
and the rights of the individual.

The services that we provide are best classified by our
strategic outputs stated within the QPS Strategic Plan
2004-2008. These are:

e Community Safety and Engagement

¢ (Crime Management

e Traffic Management

e Professional Standards and Ethical Practice
e Corporate Resource Management, to support the above services.

Queensland Police Service - Disability Service Plan 3



Community Safety and Engagement

These are our services to prevent crime, engage the community and preserve personal and public
safety and good order during civil emergencies and special events. Preventing crime by addressing
its causes contributes to safe and secure communities.

Crime Management

These are our services to detect offenders, conduct preliminary investigations and commence
prosecutions. Relevant activities include initial police response to general crime and calls for
assistance from members of the public, and crime operations conducted throughout the State by
specialist officers targeting large-scale offences.

Traffic Management

These are our services to prevent or detect motorists committing traffic offences, including regulating
and controlling traffic across the State with the aim of reducing the incidence of road trauma.

Professional Standards and Ethical Practice

These are our services to ensure the QPS is both professional and publicly accountable. Relevant
activities include training of members, internal investigations, audit, risk management, strategic
planning and review, and integrated policy development.

These services are delivered 24 hours a day across a State covering more than 1.7 million square
kilometres. To facilitate policing at a local level, the QPS is divided into eight geographical regions,
three specialist commands and four corporate divisions. There are 29 operational police districts and
more than 440 police stations and establishments throughout the State.

The QPS is dedicated to improving services for members and clients with a disability and is prepared
to meet the challenges of providing the appropriate services and infrastructure to support clients and
members with a disability throughout the State.

4. Data Profile
4.1 Service Users Profile

QPS clients include:
e Queensland residents and visitors
e victims of crime
® anyone requesting police assistance

e suspects and people charged with committing
offences.
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Queensland Community

Queensland has almost four million
residents and over seven million people
visit the State each year. The population
includes Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people and people from 120 diverse ethnic
backgrounds. The distribution of these
communities varies greatly across the State.

According to the 2003 Australian Bureau of Statistic’ Survey of Disability, Aging and Carers, 834,000
people living in Queensland had a reported disability. This constitutes approximately 22% of
Queensland’s total population. Most disabilities resulted from physical conditions (approx. 692,000)
with the remainder resulting from mental and behavioural disorders (approx. 142,000). Approximately
62% of people with a disability require assistance to manage their ‘health condition’ or to cope

with everyday activities of life. Partners, parents, children and friends are the major providers of
assistance (Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) (2004), Disability Aging and Carers: Summary of
Findings 2003 State Tables for Queensland, Cat No 4430.0).

A disability is a person’s condition that is attributable to an intellectual, psychiatric, cognitive,
neurological, sensory or physical impairment; or a combination of these impairments; and results in a
substantial reduction of the person’s capacity for communication, social interaction, learning, mobility
or self care or management and the person needing support (Section 11 Disability Service Act 2006).

Victims of crime

Due to circumstance surrounding their disability, people with a disability may find themselves in
a position of vulnerability. A victim is defined as a person who has suffered harm from a violation
of the State’s criminal laws because a crime is committed that involves direct violence against
the person; or because the person is a member of the immediate family of, or is a dependant of,
a victim; or because the person has directly suffered harm in intervening to help another victim
(Section 5 Criminal Offence Victims Act (1995)).

Anyone can be victimised by crime. But people who have a disability can be more vulnerable to
victimisation than others in the community. People with a mental disability may be less able to
recognise and avoid danger, and people with a physical disability may be less able to protect
themselves or escape harm. Furthermore, victims of crime who have a disability may be less able to
contact the police or other support services and, without special assistance, help in the investigation
of their victimization.

Crime rates provide important indicators of policing performance, and are closely monitored by the
QPS with an aim to reduce crime. In Queensland during 2005-2006 there were 33,288 reported
offences against the person and 23,3300 offences against property. Approximately one out of five
people in Queensland has a disability however the risk of criminal victimisation for people with a
disability is higher than for people without disabilities. However, all victims of crime tend to face the
same issues.
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The QPS seeks to ensure that victims of crime are assisted to overcome the effects of crime. The
Service has a range of policies that afford victims fairness, dignity and access to justice. These
policies are derived from the principles of the Criminal Offence Victims Act (1995). The way victims
cope depends largely on their experience following the crime. Members of the QPS may be one of
the first people to interact with victims. For this reason, members of the Service are in a unique
position to help victims cope with the trauma of the crime and restore a sense of security and
control over their lives.

4.2 Member Profile

The QPS has a membership of over 13,000 people. More than 9,300 are police officers, supported
by over 3,800 un-sworn staff members who provide administrative and specialist support to
policing operations. Of this number, more than 500 people report having one or more disabilities
representing over 4% of the total QPS membership. Sensory and physical disabilities are the most
reported disability. (Note: these statistics are derived from reported disabilities only and those
reported may or may not correspond with the definition of a disability within the Disability Service
Act 2006).

5. Methodology

The QPS has a well established practice of internal and external consultation. It is committed to
consulting with people with disabilities, their families and carers and where required, disability
organisations, to ensure that services are provided appropriately.

The QPS has consulted with the Reference Group advising the Chief Executive Officers’ Sub-committee
on Disability (the CEO Sub-committee) and other external stakeholders regarding development of the
Disability Service Plan.

Input from relevant internal parties has been sought, including the People with Disabilities Support
Network, Human Resource Policy and Workforce Planning Section, Equity and Diversity Unit, Cultural
Advisory Unit, Human Resource Development Branch, Information Management Division, Property and
Facilities Branch and Policing Advancement Branch.

The Disability Services Plan was endorsed by the CEO
Sub-committee and implementation commenced from
July 2007.

During the life of the Plan, the QPS is committed to a process
of ongoing internal and external consultation and review.

6. Communication Strategies

The Disability Service Plan will be published on the QPS

intranet and internet sites for the information of QPS members
and the community. It has been disseminated through Regions
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and Commands for the general information of QPS members. The QPS will correspond with internal
and external stakeholders regarding progress towards achievement of
the Plan.

7. Monitoring and Evaluation Process

The QPS is committed to monitoring and reporting
on its performance and accordingly the Disability
Service Plan is subject to review and evaluation. The
Disability Service Plan is intended to be dynamic and
will periodically be reviewed to ensure it remains
relevant and responsive to the needs of people with
a disability, their families and carers, and consistent
with the principles of the Disability Services Act 2006.

This will be achieved by:

e monitoring the QPS progress on the priority areas
for action

e reporting annually on the QPS progress on the
priority areas for action

e reviewing the Plan every three years.

Achievements against the progress measures will be included in the Service’s Annual Reports
commencing in 2007-2008 and a report addressing an evaluation framework will be submitted to
Disability Services Queensland (DSQ). The Disability Service Plan will be modified accordingly, and as
new areas for action are identified.

As the Disability Services Plan is modified, updated versions will be published on the QPS intranet
and internet sites for the information of QPS members and the community.

8. Review

The Disability Service Plan is subject to review and evaluation. The QPS will evaluate its
achievements against performance indicators and include the results in the Service’s Annual Report.
Where required, the Disability Services Plan will be modified to accommodate priorities and needs.

In addition, the QPS will conduct a comprehensive review of the Disability Service Plan every three
years.

STRATEGIES, ACTIONS AND PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

The following strategies, actions and performance indicators provide a basis for translating the
principles of the Disability Services Act 2006 into tangible and achievable results:
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PRIORITY ACTION AREAS

The QPS will assign priority to:

e Improving access to information about QPS services for people with a disability, their
families and carers.

The QPS is committed to making information about its services as widely accessible as possible,
where appropriate and practicable. The QPS should therefore seek to enable ready access to
information about its services and activities in a format and at a time and location, of a person’s
choosing.

Information needs to be delivered in many ways to suit the needs of people with a disability. The
QPS should adopt an equitable but flexible approach to delivering this information. This approach
should take into account those people who need the information and how they need it delivered.
The outcome should be that people are able to get the information they need in a manner that suits
them.

Developing procedures for making information on services available in formats that satisfy the needs
of people with a disability supports this principle.

e Improving opportunities for people with a disability, their families and carers to participate
in consultation regarding QPS services.

The QPS is committed to consulting the community about the
type, quality and manner in which services are delivered. The
QPS recognises that the consultation processes it uses must
engage as many people as possible across the broad spectrum
of Queensland communities. It is vital that all service consumers
have equal opportunity and access to participate in consultation
relating to services. A lack of opportunity and access may result
in inequity. Consultation should include internal representatives,
government and non-government organisations.
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Further Information

For inquiries concerning the Disability Service Plan,
please use our online submission form at
http://www.police.qld.gov.au/Forms/contact.asp.

Alternatively, you may telephone Police
Headquarters on 3364 6464,

TTY 3364 4655 or send a

fax message on 3236 2359.

The postal address for Police Headquarters is:
GPO Box 1440
BRISBANE Qld 4001

Police Headquarters is located at:
200 Roma Street
BRISBANE Qld 4000

Queensland Police Service Vision Statement

We are determined to be a professional police
service, dedicated to excellence and committed
to working in partnership with the people of
Queensland to enhance the safety and security
of our community.
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