
Detective Sergeant Daryl Poole, 

one of the investigating officers 

in the honey extortion case, said 

the most important thing at the 

beginning of the investigation was 

bringing the right people together.

“By doing this we ensured a 

unified response,” Detective 

Sergeant Poole said. 

“It meant working closely with the 

company’s CEO and those official 

bodies likely to be affected by 

the threat. It also meant we were 

able to do a comprehensive threat 

analysis daily.

“At the beginning of the 

investigation all avenues were 

explored. We used the full gamut 

of forensic tools, interviewed all 

witnesses, had discussions with 

negotiators, and engaged a violent 

crime analyst.

“Using barcode data supplied by 

the manufacturer we were able 

to trace the same batch of eighty 

honey jars to Victoria, and onto a 

small store in western NSW. This 

corresponded with the Broken Hill 

postmark on the package.

“Forensic analysis revealed several 

distinct features of the materials 

used to make the package. 

Detectives in Broken Hill used this 

information to identify a retailer 

where materials exhibiting these 

features could be purchased.”

The extortionist had bought glue, 

a writing pad, and an envelope. 

Police examined all transactions 

over the relevant period, and 

through a process of elimination, 

discovered a receipt for all three of 

these items in the one transaction. 

Fortuitously, this transaction was 

captured by security footage. 

“At this stage we were able to 

place a suspect under intensive 

surveillance. The NSW Police 

provided the surveillance and 

monitored his Internet usage at a 

local library. 

“Unfortunately all the evidence 

we had at this stage was 

circumstantial. The initial threat 

gave a deadline of 30 days and we 

were very conscious of the need to 

resolve the situation swiftly.”

In ancient Greek mythology 

Hercules needed all his strength 

and ingenuity to slay the many-

headed Hydra. Modern day 

Queensland police officers are 

demonstrating their strength and 

ingenuity as part of Task Force 

Hydra, a unit of the Organised 

Crime Group dedicated to tackling 

the many-headed menace that is 

outlaw motorcycle gangs (OMCG) 

in Queensland. 

Carrying monikers like the 

Rebels, the Bandidos, the Gypsy 

Jokers, the Finks and the Black 

Uhlans, members of OMCGs 

are responsible for a significant 

amount of organised and violent 

crime in Queensland. This includes 

the manufacture and trafficking 

of illegal drugs, extortion, illegal 

gambling, firearm trafficking, 

murder, prostitution and car 

rebirthing.

Task Force Hydra was established 

in September 2006 as part of a 

Queensland Government election 

commitment. The Task Force 

implements strategies aimed at 

disrupting and dismantling the 

gangs.

Their activities include monitoring 

the gangs’ ‘poker runs’, and their 

use of social networking sites like 

MySpace. Poker runs are social 

events conducted by OMCGs. 

They involve riding in formation 

to a pre-determined location for a 

large-scale get together, and have 

been known to involve firearms 

and drugs.

One of Task Force Hydra’s most 

high profile arrests came when 

they successfully apprehended 

members of the Bandidos, who 

were responsible for an arson 

attack on a rival gang’s club 

house. The investigation resulted 

in six arrests and convictions.

The nature of organised crime 

calls for police dexterity. Task 

Force Hydra remains vigilant to 

the varied challenges including 

OMCG recruitment in rural and 

mining regions, their infiltration of 

the nightclub and security industry, 

and the tensions of ongoing ‘turf 

wars’.

By Liam Ferney, 

Media and Public Affairs Branch

Beheading the 
Hydra

Fourteen days after the threat 

was made police executed a 

search warrant at the suspect’s 

address. They searched 

methodically for two-and-a-half 

hours until they discovered 

a rubbish bag hidden in the 

back yard. It contained every 

item identified by the forensic 

analysis. 

Under questioning the 

suspect admitted posting the 

contaminated honey jar and 

the extortion letter. He claimed, 

however, that he had no intention 

of carrying out the threat. 

Instead, he was trying to frame 

a woman whom he believed had 

defamed him. Police believe 

he intended to deliver the bag 

of incriminating evidence to 

her property when the 30-day 

deadline expired, along with an 

anonymous call to authorities.

The suspect was subsequently 

extradited to Queensland where 

he entered a guilty plea and 

was sentenced to a term of 

imprisonment.

“In many ways, it was a dream 

investigation to be involved in,” 

Detective Sergeant Poole said. 

“It was a team effort using 

proven policing methods that 

allowed us to apprehend the 

offender before he could achieve 

his goal. The honey manufacturer 

suffered no adverse publicity and 

the community was protected 

from his threats due to the 

coordinated multi-jurisdictional 

response.”

The case also demonstrates 

the complexities of OCIU’s role. 

Spread across a number of 

jurisdictions, and even states, the 

investigating officers use a range 

of techniques, both traditional 

and modern, to solve crime. 

OCIU officers are required to 

think strategically and laterally, to 

enable them to solve complicated 

cases quickly. 
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Media and Public Affairs Branch
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