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Offences Against the Person*

In this section, an examination of the number of
selected offences per 100000 population is
provided for a thirty-one year period.  The rates
provided in this section are based on Estimated
Residential Populations, or projections thereof, at
30 June each year, provided by the Australian
Bureau of Statistics and the Office of Economic
and Statistical Research, Queensland.

Since 1975/76, many legislative changes have
occurred, and the classification, recording and
reporting systems used by the Queensland Police
Service have evolved.  Therefore, some offence
categories, for which thirty-one years of
comparable statistics are not available, have not
been included.

Annual Crime Trends

The offence categories which have been included
in this section are those that have a reasonable
degree of consistency and comparability for the
past thirty-one years.  Some of these categories
(such as Unlawful Entry and Drink Driving) have
undergone considerable change at certain times.
These breaks in continuity have been noted in the
accompanying text where appropriate.

Prior to 1991/92, all crime statistics produced by
the Queensland Police Service were based on the
date the information related to the crime was
received at the Information Bureau (and its
precursors) in Police Headquarters.  Since
1991/92, the reference date has been the date the
offence is reported to police.

While this broad offence aggregate is comprised of a
number of different offence categories, the offence
sub-category of Assault tends to dominate Offences
Against the Person.  As such, the time series largely

reflects the Assault time series.  The increases seen in
total Offences Against the Person during the 1970’s,
1980’s and early 1990’s have stabilised over the last
seven to eight years.

*  The offence categories of Extortion, Kidnapping and Abduction, etc and Other Offences Against the Person are not included in Offences Against the Person.
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Homicide (Murder)

Other Homicide

Homicide (Murder)is a small volume offence and, as
such, is subject to sizeable fluctuations from year to
year.  Overall, however, the Homicide (Murder) rate has
changed little.  Following a peak in 1996/97, the rate of

Other Homicide is also a small volume offence category
and, as such, is subject to sizeable fluctuations from
year to year.  From 1987/88 to 1989/90 Other Homicide
offences were reported at a slightly higher rate,
although the rate has steadily decreased since this

time.  In 2005/06 there was a 17% decrease in the rate
of Other Homicides, largely as a result of decreases in
Attempted Murder and Manslaughter (excluding by
driving) offences.

Homicide (Murder) has been steadily decreasing.  In
2005/06, the Homicide rate decreased by 4% as three
less murders were reported compared with the previous
year.
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Assault

Sexual Offences

Looking at the overall trend, the rate of Assaults steadily
increased over the 1970’s, 1980’s and even into the
early 1990s.  Since the mid-1990’s, the rate of Assault

Sexual Offences may be reported to police many years
after the offences actually occur and there are often
numerous charges preferred against one offender.
These factors have resulted in the fluctuations seen in
the graph above.  Queensland recorded an increase of

19% in the rate of Sexual Offences in the year under
review compared with the previous year.  One offender
was proceeded against for 106 offences that occurred
between November 2003 and February 2004.

A n n u a l   C r i m e   T r e n d s

has stabilised.  2005/06 was no exception with the rate
decreasing by 2% from that reported in the previous
year.
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Robbery

Offences Against Property

Following a relatively stable period from 1974/75 to
1985/86, Robbery offences have increased sharply
between 1988/89 and 1998/99.  Since then, Robbery
has been decreasing.  Following a 10% decrease in

Offences Against Property increased steadily from
1974/75 to 1990/91, although a sharper increase in
nearly all property offence sub-categories is reflected in
the sharp increase seen from 1988/89 to 1990/91.
From 1990/91 the rate has stabilised and increased
slower than was seen previously.  Over the last four

2002/03, a 5% decrease in 2003/04 and a 10%
decrease in 2004/05, the rate of Robbery offences
increased in 2005/06 by 7%.  This is attributed to
increases in both sub-categories of Robbery.

years total Offences Against Property has decreased.  In
2002/03, the rate fell by 7%.  This has been followed in
2003/04 by a decrease of 7% and a further 12%
decrease in 2004/05.  2005/06 also exhibited a
decrease in these types of offences (4%).
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Unlawful Entry Involving Breaking

Arson

Following a steady increase in Unlawful Entry Involving
Breaking offences from 1974/75 to 1988/89, offences
increased suddenly and sharply from 1988/89 to
1990/91.  Since this time, the rate has stabilised, even
exhibiting a slight downward trend.

Apart from the sharp increase in the late 1980s and the
subsequent decrease in the early 1990s, Arson offences
have risen steadily up to 1996/97.  Since then, the rate
of offences has declined.  Following an increase in

Arson offences of 4% reported for 2003/04, the rate in
2004/05 decreased by 3%.  The rate has remained
constant during the current period at 37 offences per
100000 persons.

In particular, the rate of Unlawful Entry  Involving
Breaking Offences fell by 8% and 11% for 2002/03 and
2003/04 respectively, 13% for 2004/05 and  a further
6% in 2005/06.
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Other Property Damage

Unlawful Use of Motor Vehicle

This offence category rose steadily up to 2000/01.
Since then, Other Property Damage offences have
decreased at a sharp rate.  A change in recording
practices for this offence contributed to a 20% decrease

Unlawful Use of Motor Vehicle offences experienced a
substantial decrease over the period 1995/96 to
1997/98.  Rates then rose sharply to again equal the
high rates seen in the mid-1990’s.  From 2000/01,
however, rates again declined.  In 2002/03, there was a

in the rate for 2001/02.  However, the rate again
decreased in the following three years by 17%, 2% and
4% respectively.  In the current period, an increase of
3% was recorded.

8% reduction in the rate of Unlawful Use of Motor
Vehicle offences.  In 2003/04, Queensland experienced
a decrease of 16% followed by another 8% decrease in
2004/05.  In the current period, the State exhibited a
further decrease of 13%.

Break in continuity of
time series**

** The break in continuity is the result of a policy change implemented in December 2001 (see Explanatory Notes section).
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Other Theft

Fraud

As with most Offences Against Property sub-categories,
the sharp increase experienced during the late 1980’s is
evident in the graph above.  This sharp increase was
repeated in the late 1990’s.  Over the last few years,

Fraud offences increased sharply from 1974/75 to
1987/88.  The sudden decrease from 1987/88 to
1990/91 is due to a change in policy by banking
institutions regarding the reporting of offences, rather
than an actual reduction in offences.  The figures

reported for 2000/01 and 2001/02 effectively halted a
steadily increasing trend evident over the last decade.
Rates experienced in 2002/03, 2003/04, 2004/05 and
2005/06 have continued this reversal with a 5%
reduction reported for the year under review.

however, the trend has reversed.  In 2003/04, the rate
of Other Theft decreased by 10%.  This was followed by
a reduction of 13% in 2004/05 and a further decrease
of 4% in the current period.
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Handling Stolen Goods

Drug Offences

Handling Stolen Goods was expanded in 1997/98 to
include the sub-categories Possess, Receive, etc.
Tainted Property and Other Handling Stolen Goods**.
Possess, Receive, etc. Tainted Property is now the

Apart from a period in the mid to late 1980s, possibly
due to the reallocation of police resources to the
Fitzgerald Inquiry, Drug Offences increased steadily up
to 1999/00.  Following decreases recorded for 2001/02
and 2002/03 financial years, 2003/04 saw a 17%

largest in volume of the offence sub-categories resulting
in the necessity for caution when making comparisons
prior to and following this change.  In the year under
review, the rate of offences decreased by 9%.

increase in the rate of Drug Offences.  These offences
increased by 5% in 2005/06 following a decrease of 1%
in 2004/05.  It should be noted that these offences are
often detected by police rather than reported by
members of the community.

Break in continuity of
time series**
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Good Order Offences

Drink Driving Offences

Good Order Offences were expanded in 1984 to include
Indecent Behaviour which possibly provides an
explanation for the increase in offences recorded after
this time.  A dominant feature of the time series is the

Analysis of the Drink Driving offence time series is
difficult due to the many changes that have affected the
overall trend (see Explanatory Notes, page 150).  The
graph above does highlight the effectiveness of these
initiatives as offences have not only reduced but

decrease in reported offences from 1988/89 to 1991/92
and the subsequent and equivalent increase following
that period.  Since 1995/96 offences have been steadily
increasing and 2005/06 was no exception (increasing
9%).

remained stable at around 600 offences per 100000
persons from 1991/92 to 2000/01.  2003/04 exhibited
a 3% decrease after experiencing increases during the
previous two years.  The following two years exhibited
further increases of 6% and 1% respectively.

A n n u a l   C r i m e   T r e n d s



44 With Honour We Serve



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


