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Bob Atkinson APM, Commissioner of Police

I am pleased to present the Queensland Police Service
Annual Statistical Review for the 2002/03 financial
year.  This is the latest in a series of such reviews, which
commenced in 1991.  The reviews provide an invalu-
able source of information on crime statistics and
trends, and other key policing issues.

The Queensland Police Service is committed to reducing
the level of crime and disorder in the Queensland
community.  In order to do so, the Service must con-
tinue to develop and utilise best-practice, evidence-
based policing strategies.

It is often said that, along with our people, information
is one of our most important resources.  Certainly the
Operational Performance Reviews (OPRs) that were
introduced two years ago have demonstrated how
accurate and relevant information can help shape
operational and organisation priorities, to produce
better outcomes for the Queensland community.  These
Reviews are based on statistical information drawn from
a range of sources, which enable the Service to monitor,
analyse and respond to the trends they reveal.

In introducing last year’s Annual Statistical Review, I
reported on the positive impact of the Operational
Performance Reviews, some 12 months on.  OPRs
underpin the Service’s problem-oriented approach,
focussing on the analysis of data at the local level, to
examine the causes of crime and develop solutions.
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OPRs are a key modern management tool, ensuring the
Service continues to build on its performance and
deliver professional policing services.

Performance and Professionalism are the themes of
the Service’s 2003 Annual Report, to which this
Review forms a companion document.  They comprise
two of the four key areas of Performance, Professional-
ism, People and Partnerships.

The crime statistics for 2002/03 reveal downward
trends in a number of crime categories.

Overall, there was virtually no change in the total
number of Offences Against the Person reported in
2002-03 compared with the number reported in the
previous year.  A 2% increase in Assaults was offset by
a 9% decrease in Sexual Offences and an 8% decrease
in Robbery.  While there was no change in the number
of reported Homicides (Murder), the number of Other
Homicides decreased by 16%.

Total Offences Against Property decreased by 5%, a
continuation of last year’s decline.  Reductions
occurred in all property offence categories except
Fraud and Handling Stolen Goods. Of particular note is
the 7% decrease in Unlawful Entry offences and a 6%
decrease in Unlawful Use of Motor Vehicles.

Other Offences increased by 14% as a result of
increases across most of the major offence categories
under this aggregate.  Offences in this category are
generally detected by police officers rather than
reported to police by members of the community.
Thus, a rise in the number of offences may well
indicate an increase in police activity.

This year’s Annual Statistical Review reflects the
efforts of the Queensland Police Service to perform a
professional service in order to reduce crime and
provide Safer and More Supportive Communities.  It
also serves to further highlight the importance of
information in ensuring those efforts are directed to
the areas where they can be most effective.

I would like to thank those people who prepared the
2002/03 Annual Statistical Review. I am confident it
will prove useful for many researchers, private and
public agencies, community groups and individuals.
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