i Queensland attalned separatlon 1rom
.{ New Sputh Wales on 1859.
!On 18t January 1864, Mr. D.T.Seymour
| was appointed Acting Commissioner
‘\001n01dental with the coming into force
| of the Police Act of 1863.
:He was appointed Commissioner on 18t

(July, 1864.
3 | '186G65.
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R]'PO]{T OI1 TIIL COMMI SIONER 01* POLICL

‘a"‘ FIRST R1 PORT. -
LCovu‘c 156'3 éﬁd

l’reacm.ed to both Hnuaaa of Parlinment by Command of His Elcellcney tho Govenmr

i

THE FIRST ANNUAT REPORT ON THE POLICE DEPARTMENT. ol

l'ollu' Dcparlmcnl

Bllshuuc, “Iat January, ISG;J

" Sin, s Mg P ; : ‘ v e

' In subnuthg my First Aumml Report on the bcncrn.l comht.mn of tho- Police ¥

? Turcc., I haye the honor tw stute that the timo that ].m.s clu.psud sinco' tho new Police ’Lch
canie into’| opcmuon "Ims not boen sufllicient to enuble’ mo to curry “out all the changes fmm
" “the old to the new nystcm, to do whioh would have involved ocomsiderable espense, and
' roceasioned o great deal, of inconvenience. The necessary changes are, however, “Lieing
gradually cflected, and I hopt. in o very short Lime to have the new rcguhtmm in full

wul k. .

: L Ihc ﬁm thmg, that I found-it u.qulsnw to do ‘on assuming chargo of the department,

. was to obtain from tho different dlstrlﬂ,ﬂ returng of tho strength of the Puhco Tlorce, and

of the names, ohatucters, length of ﬁclvmv, &e., &e., of the men of whom it was composed.:
Jmay lere remark that in this, as in any'other matter counccled with the change of -
system, I Lave recoived the cordial support of the different Benches throughout the Colony.

. Annexed is o statement, mi arked A, of ‘the strength and distribution of the Torce ¢

un Uhe 8lst December, 1863, and also on tho 81st Decembor 1864, from which _‘,nu ml!
an,clve that several changes and additions have been found necewsary.

T found that no written instructions. had ever been- issued for the guidance of the "
~ Police, who cthBldLlcd Lhemselves as sololy uuder the orders of the Beneh by which tho)

were employed, and quito independent of all other control. T therefore, with the least

possible delay, submitted a code of regulations compiled chicfly from those in foree in the '+

Colony of Victoria, which, having been approved by Ilis Excellency the Governor in

Couneil, wero published for the guidance of the Torce, a copy being supplied to chryll, o

mewber.  Forms were also supplied to the different districts, and rchuu are now regular l_y

rcu:n'cd at this office from all parts of thoe Colony. - B v v Al 3

\
* Several membors of the Force Laving continucd for many years ut tho stutions to -

which l.h(.y were first appointed had aequired property in, and formed connections with the _ .

people of the district, and it soon beecamo ovident that somo changea were neeessury..w The

order to remove was, however, in most cases received with dissatisfaolion, and in’ anme,
“resignations were tendered, which were immedintely seeepled, and, I am happy to be nb]e to

add, wlthouL in uny way chrc’w:ng the cﬂxcunc)' of tho service.

1 . ¢ : Y . o . i "Byery
) b ) ] ! . s i e

(S l oy b
e |

“THE COMSSIONER OF POLICE 10 TUE HON. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, TRANSMITTING * .-

T
|

S+
'

= kS b e

e

wm—nﬁw;"-;‘I.‘mﬂﬁ{i*’-;‘_—’:-:dw‘;’r#ﬂ‘-' Ty KaF P a

e g Tl T e TN

L e W s ] et S T T W e e S 3 5, AR

Sixs

i S

e T

e
RN

ey
R

L e
=T -«.,r‘*,-c“

T




| PIRST REPORT OF THR 'Cijiuﬁlsélbnmn OF POLICE.

i

. J

I‘xery post brings applications from nll parts of the Gulony for nddlhonal ]\u]tLoJ
protection ; and there ure fow casos in which good reason is not. shown.

It will bo scen on reference to tho comparative stnﬁcmcut attached, marked B, of the

- Euéugth and cost of the police, and of the populition and extent of occupied country

for tho years 1860-63 and G4, that tho increase to the former is far from saflicient to meet
the ever increasing demands of tho latter.. i o SR 4

The sum required to maintain the Police I‘orca in this: bolony may, at first. s:ght

~appear very large in proportion to tho pnpulatmn, when compared with the pohoe and

population of other colonies, or of those at home; ‘but .were ‘the great - extent of ' countr),
and difficulty of communnutmg between Btntmus g0 far dust.nnl. as tliey are here, froni
each other, taken into account, it would at once be seen that this cumpunsou is not a fair

one,

¥

"A very large itom in the oxponse is the convuyuncu of prisoners from. the interior to
the guols. The judicial salaries of the police’ courts, amounting to about nine thousand
pouuds per anmum, are also included in the Police Vote. Were thése sums deducted, the
actual expenditure for the executive police would ouly amount to about eleyen sinlhngs and
fourpence per head of the population ; and, further, if from this we deduct the cost "of ‘the'

more than half the above rato, = ’ :

" The populutmn of ‘the Culony on the 313!‘. Dn.cumbcr 1863, was mxl)' onc tlmusand
four hundred and sixty-seven, and tho number of cotistables ono Lundred ‘and. fifty, thus

. allowing one police officer to every four hundred and nine (409) persons. This average

- moderately sized districts; but when it is considered that those 61,467 individuals are hen.y_

. proportion does not seem a Ligh ouc.

would 1o doubt be n high one 'were all those persons collected in towns, ‘'or even in

scatterod over an extent of country of fully four hundred thousand square miles, the Lz

Since December, 1863, the population has been®

' increased by about thirteen thousand five hundred souls, nud tho uumber of couat.nb!es is

i

uuly one hundred and savcuty'mx o]t i ; SRR 4 5%

'lhe eqcurtmg of ‘prisoncrs fz om distant country districts forms a very heavy' portmu .

of the duty of the police, which, howevcr cannot be avoided, but which might be very much
. lesscued by proclaiming tlie lock-ups in remote districts grols for minor uffenders, sucl.l a3

men under magistrates’ sentences for three or six months for petty crimes.

Any very material inerense to the forco might for some time be dispensed \nth were !
'tlm pulico relieved from somo sorvices Lithorto pcrfurmcd by I.hmu wluch are not at all
iy ‘polme duties,’ but w!noh occupy a"considgrable portwn of their tinie. .
" Bervices us summons- serving, act.m;, 83 Clerks of Pc!.ty Seamons, ravgers of Cruwn lauds, -

I n.lludc to such

mspoct.orn of slanghter-houses, district registrars of births, deaths, aud marriages, and

. bailiffs of Ceul ts of Requests—none of which duties are legitimately those of constables.

In cunsc‘quencc of the number of persons continually arriving frum the neighboring

"colonies, amongst whom are many of a most undesirable class, the formal.lun of a detective

branch became necessary, and although this occasions some little extra expcmc it will, I
fecl coufident, be found to be of very great advantage. .

‘The Police Force of Queensland labors umlm- ono vcry great disadvantage as cumpnn.d
with the police of the other colonies, viz., the want of barracks. Lven in Brishaue the
wunt of accommodation is so great that many of the men are compelled to live in lodgings, |

‘and, in some cases, at such a distanco from the lock-up as renders them unavailalle when .
required on sudden emergencies; while in country districts the most abjectmnable practu.e '

exists of constables living in public-houses, ‘
Constables, without propor lock-ups and barracks, are almost uac]csa.

I would suggest that in the country distriets, where Courts of Petty' Sessions are
neither regularly nor frequently held, instead of creoting huildings cxclusively as court-

houses, barracks ahould bo built with a good-sized day-roomn, which could be used by tha s

magistrates a8 a court-house when required. And s the lock- -up keepers in country districts,

" though neeessary, have not much work, they would have' plenty of tiwe to atlcnd toa poab-

oflice, were suth an arrangement considered advisable.

O Y A VO YTV e

. Native Police Force, the chargoe for the ordm:u'y comt.nbnlary will nmounl‘. t,uvcry lnlle, .

T
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'FIRST REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE. 3

. Tt is also indispensably necessary (that where there is a police 'station there should
be a secure paddock. ‘

* A considerable saving would be eﬂ'octcd by a chnnge from the Bystem ‘of prowdmg
_clothing adopted bere to the Vlcmrnn plan. - The police here being supplied with clothing
by the Government, coosiderable i 1ncnnvemence frequently arises when a transfer is neces-
“sary or o vacaney has to he filled, on the death, dismissal, or restgmtmu of a constable.

In Victoria, the men supp!y themselves " with uniform—this could “casily be done .

licre too, a small inerease being mnde to the pay to meet tho expenso. | Tho men would,
then, be likely to tako more care. of thmr celothes, aud the, inconvenience ‘above alluded to
would be dene away with. . 0

[ ' oo "

The anthorized pay of a constable here is five shlllmgs nml sixpence (.)s 6d.) per

+ diem, but all who have joined under the new Dolice Act receive one shilling per diem less

for the first ycar, unless under special circumstances, when they are allowed the full rate, .

A very small addition—say sixpence per diem—would be sufficient to enable them to pro- =

vide their uniform; as will be scen on reference to Appendix €. This wopld not involve

* ony additional expense, bc:ug merdy a change in- Lhn manuer of applying the vote for.

clothing.

The question of provulmg for'n Mmml.od Pnllce I‘orce is ono descrvmg of a grcnt

1 uf consideratinm, v ‘ : b :

)
worted very long distances for trial, and this service, it is, for many reasons, impossible

to perform otherwise than on hurschack.  Again, the police stations arc few and scattered,

and it would, I think, be found preferable to increase the number of mounted men rather

than to appoint additional constables. In"faot it would be better if all the constablca in

country districts, with the exception of the lock-up keepers, were mounted. i
The plan that Lias hitherto been aclopted of making an annual al[ownncc of, twcnty !

'There being nn 51018 or, .cireuit courts in the interior, all' prisoners have to be

pounds (£2V) to a conshble, for which he is expeoted to provide;s and maintain in servieeablo i

condition a horso. and equipments, is open to many objections, Tlm sum “allowed is barely

sufficient for the purcbase of ‘the horse and appointments, and the' constablé must support

" the horse the first year from his own pay. The consequenco bas heen that the men are .’

Ladly mounted, and a system of horse-jobbing most prejudicial to the public ‘serviee has '

~ been indulged in,

. The number of horses requ:rcd including thoso for the Native ]’nhco, is about six -
lundred (000), and the annual re- -mounts would be about one hundred (100). .

There are now on hand upwards of three hundred (300) horses.
The plan T would suggest is, that o large paddock be selected, and ymmg horses be

rohased and broken in. Trom this stud those not adapted to tha service could from time . .

ime he drafted and sold; while from those approved, membors joining could be supplied
si a fixed, moderate pr:.cu, to be deducted from their pay, in the same manner os it is
proposed to supply the clothing.  On the death, dismissal, or resignation of a constable, tho .
Government to hava the aption of re-purchasing the horse and equipments so supplied at the

original price. In ease of loss or injury, such loss to be made good at m 1rLot prlcc, nnd '

the cost deducted from the conatablc B p'my..,,l

-If the above armngemcnt be sanctioned, the nlicwaucc to mountcd cnnstnblcs mlb[l!i
be reduced to one-balf the present sum.

This method would, I feel cummccd be found far more econom:ml nml beneficial to
the public service than the present one, :

With regard to the N‘I.t.lv(! Pualice, the constantly increasinpl occdpqti(;n of hitherto I ':"'

waste country renders it D ocessary that this force should he considerably augmented.

“As far back as the ymr 1857, a seleet committee of the chlshtm. Assembly of -

New South Wales recommended as ““ ahsolutely necessary” that the' force in the Northern .i:

Districts should consist of not less than one, hundred and ten (110) trovpers; and T am
constantly in receipt of :1[:p11¢'1t.:0n=9 for native police protection from dmtncm which, it is
Lardly neeessary for me to eay, were then unknown; while there are but t}.url.y (30)
additional troupers on the Etrength of tho [mcc
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" The Honorable the Colm;iu.l Secretary, e

4 . FIRST REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE. 3

. It has been found inexpedient to reeruit 'within the Colony, and I therefore
recommeonded that nn experienced officer should be dispatched"for this purpose to New

South Wales.. Mr. John Murray, o native police officer of very great expericnce, was

- seleoted for this duty and in a short time succceded, although having to contend with
‘many unforescen difficultics in obtaining a draft of twenty (20) smart valuable recruits,

Desertion from this force might be much lessened if some fine could be imposed

. upon persons harboring deserters or inducing troopers to desert.

It would, I thiok, be found very advantageous, that one of -the senior aud more
expericneed officers should be appointed o travelling Inspector, whose duty it would be to -
keep constantly on the move, and who, would have authority to shift detachments from
time to time as occasion might require, and througlx whom all returns would be forwarded
to this office. Ile could nlso act as Imspector of ‘the ordinary police, over whom some s'uch
cliecck is much needed, as the force being seattered over such a wide extent of cuumry, 4
constant gupervision is ncaessary to maintain it in a state of efliciency. - :

n 53 -~ "+ 'Ihaye, &e., oAl
' : i D. T. SEYMOUR, '“" !
S .+ Commissioner..

\
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APPENDIX TO REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF POLICE.

Disrrinvrron of the Porrer on the 81st Decomber, 1864,

A.—Continued,

; Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors, Sengeants, u ﬂ
Distriet or Station. EE. E:% %: TorarL.
R N. M. T, [Ovdinary.| N, M. I [ordingyy-| N. M. P, (Ordimary. E ] gé‘ E
Allora ., 1 1 2
Banana .. 1 2 3
Bowen 1P.M, 1 1 3 G
Brishbane 1 1 3 G ?( 5 _“i:;:‘, " a7
Condamina .. 1 - 3 1
E Dalby ... 1DPM. 1 4 G
Drayton 1 P.M. 1 1 G- 9
Gayndah 1P.M. 1 3 5
Glladytone e oy 1 3 4
Geondiwindi 1 3 4
« | Inglewood 1 1 P 2
Ipswich 1 P.M. 1 1 2 17 22
Lc}"bl}‘l'll 1 2 . 3
Muckay . . “ 1 2
Maranoa 1 . e 5 2 11
Muryborough .. 1 P.M, 1 1 1 6 3 13
Nanango - o 7 1 2 3
Peak Downs W | LPM. 1 1 9 12
Princhester l 1 1 2
Rackhampton .. 1DM. 1 2 1 8 13
Roma .. - 1 i 3 4
Slu-ingslu‘é 4 v 1 2 3
Surat 1 1M 1 2 4
Taroomn . 1 4 ! 5
Warwick s 1M 1 5 1 7
Wuverloy ey - 1 ] ’ 3
Westwood . 2 ¥ 2 : 2
Yaamba 1 1 2
NATIVE MOUNTED
POLICE, '
Rockhampton ... 2 3 22 27
Lower Dawson
Mackenzie River 1 1 " H 8
Upper Dawson, . 1 1 3 5
Broad Soundl ... Lacting . 1 5 7
Comet & Nogoa T 2 1 14 16
North Creek -{ 1 nclﬁl‘mg 1 51 8 i
¥ Belyando o 1 1 11 13
Buungil Creek .., 1 1 1 G 9
Maranon River 1 1 7 9 f
Yo Yo Creek ... | ¢ ... . 1 1 8 10
B Sumlgnt-é 1 1 sl 4 G
' Bowen ., 1 1 1 i 14 17
Bowen River |, 1 1 5 8 10
Buvdekin Rivor
. Rockingham Bay 1 1 9 11
Torai, 5 | %12 | 13 | 15 v | o1 || oaer | iee | oae
4 2 acting i
*10 P.M's. .,
' o 2 paid Tuspectors,
‘ t v el
‘ " g .
r o
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. ] Trisoucrs, de, N e, + Conuiry Estimated. ¢ . 1-1." -
Ordinary, N. M, P, Tolal. . | i ! 1 1§ IRt ke B Z,"i
| LR ] G (T SV A R )
I T o 1 [
1860. 5 ol e i et S0 3 B e B ‘ W
31 Decomber| | 91 122 213 £22 327 ! 2-:. n - £ 195,600 7 L v iy g Bod
1863, X ' op J ‘ e 0 SR ] e L i
31 December | - 150 | ' 137 tesr | ia 6o, 61, 4m- ' 379,100 wed gy T
1864, b - Ll . pore]w dalana !
31 Decomber| 176 163. 39 | 10680 .| ' 75000 |\ doomo T
i i | s £ | e |VI: i il
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L Annually I : ot e R w, R B g
1 tunic ... G il RO T h T Lo : | R
1 paic undress lromora { el Lo .. 016 ” L
1 pnir dress trowsers i et (b 016 Vit =
2 poir duck trowsers, at Gs, ... . sy g U e, 018 , it
2 caps and covers, at Gs, - . .., ' . . Loy 0018 Y
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ON THE MANAGEMENT AND WORKING OF TOHE POLICE FORCE.

APPENDIX B.

Rrruny showing the Srrenarm and Disrositron of the Quressranp Povicr Fonce,
1st May, 1869.

E 4 = o 8 A i "E 4
£ g & a - gl B |Edlg |®s
= g |4 2l | E ) 2 |38|5 |54
% District. Bl 8|3 | g 5| 8 |¢ s| 8 [FE[E |Pe
b e & |; - 2l 5 El e = 5] E] v m
A gl 8|2 | 5|8 2 |El § = 2 |82|84]88
: Bl 22| b2 8| 2| BE|B| 5 |35|58|3:
2 S|l g|ke|&| 2| 8| & & |8 & |82|88|25

2 | Allora 5 1 1 e | 2 Lol o | v
14 | Burkctown .., 11 1 2 5 19 | . 6. 1]...
2 | Banana o o | 1 1 & awll Ll s | e
9 | Bareoo River, laulbo 1 1 1. 3 8 31]... 1]...

6 | Blackall S L PO - b4 1 8 20| 1.
10 | Belyando River ! Y (U N | R 3 24 G | v T
4 | Bowen W% L K] 1
6 Blncmsbmy R ERE ] I O (IO (e 9 B [ o 1
23 | Brisbano ... |l Y]] 2 3 17 7 1

2 | Brown River 1 a | 2 1

11 | Charleville ... Ll N e 1 2 3 36 | ... 41 .., 1

5 | Clermont ... j 3 p 5 ) 165 -

2 | Carruwal . 1 1 1 i S e

1 | Cleveland 1 1 3 I

3 | Government Iouso Guard .. 3 s 1] s T Lo,

3 | Condamine . 1 2 e | | [

2 | Crocodile 1 1 2 x (1) A

4 | Curriwillinghi 1 2 2 3 s K| RO 1

9 | Capo River ... oo [ oeee || 1LY s 7 S 1

5 [ Dalby Wi 1 1 3 1] ..

20 [ Dalrymple ... oo | L] e ] B[ L] 1 1 4O wia | ] ]| 1

9 | Drayton and Toowoomba ... | v | 14 .| 1| 1 6 1 1

2 | Gatton 2 2 1

4 | Gayndah . 1... 1) a3 1 |

2 | Gamsford ... N | v || weill e e |2 1 2 .. 1

3 | Gladstone ... 3 1 (R, 2 L (. 1

17 | Gympie P I U AR 1 3 10 24| ... 2 1

4 [ Qoondiwindi o] v [ eont] v | A | e 3 3 o

2 | Goochic 2| . LY i 1.,

8 | Isancs River... SRS PR (PO N U ISR () LI | I B {3 S s (VR B ¢

8 | Ipswich i Y 7 G 1

1 liomoehic . - . 1 1,

4 | Kilkivan 1 3 4 1

2 | Laidley : 2 i 1

2 | Lillyvale ... sl wow |1 saed || s | g || AL 1 2 1

2 | Leyburn ) A 1 1 1.

2 | Logan TRiver.. aaie || v | | wsw | 1 R B (A LT

13 | Tynd River and Cardwell .. | 1] .. | 2|0 | ... 1 46 v [ B[ | 2

2 | Mackny sl e wse| e s e | A v 1 1 LT

1 | Morinish ... v S I I e (P [ B e a | ) oa.| 3 ..

6 | flackenzie Crossmg 1 e |1 2 20| wi 3 T

13 | Maranoa ; 1 1 1 G7|...| 10]..| 1

2 | Treasury Guard ... 2 wn awd | w | 1 .

6 | Maryborough Gold Tscort ... | o | 1| o | oo | 1 4 if s | | 2

7 | Maryborough sl waw b floe ] A A b 6| 2 2.1 1

1 | Ncbo ., 1 1 1

3 Nmmngo o NP (PO O I (| 2 P I [ I T (e

13 | 'mroo ) R, Y e e 2 19 1| s 9 .. 1

3 | Prisoners’ Guard, Govern-| ... | .. | o | ... 1 2 woe | 1 i

ment Iouse

12 | Rockhamplon s T [ D (T I (| 8 160 3| ... 1

5 | Roma P RN (VO (N I 1 [ | 3 e | 4 s | A

1 [ Ridaclands i Tl TR R (S — we ]l L s A

3 | 8t. George ... 1].. 2 4| 2 2.0 1

2 | Bandgate ... wnath s [iowwn | wem | o | 2 1 1 awe | A

10 | St, Helena - seuewn o wa | & 9 = 1

13 | Springsure ... 1 1 4 38 3 1 ... 1

4 | Surat PN (AR S U B i S ] [ R 1 T [ O )
8 | Sultor River... 1 p N [P e 211 ... G|..|.. 1
3 | Taroom v | [ 2 we | 2 1

3 [ Townsrilla L[ o 2 2 1

6 | Warwick 1 1 3 2 1

2 [ Waorraba 1 1 2| 1!

11 | St. Lawrenco o § Bl | 2| A J e 1 31| 2 ol T

1| Woogaroo ... A G R S I S 1 3

3 | Yobber win | swer o | s | B 2 ' | 1

2 | Yaamba tee | wane Hisen | wes: b owenalf] 3 1 o I L (R - e

10 | Yo Yo Creek I % i SO il - 1

3 | Humpy Bong - B | (E e B | 19 .. 2 ‘ 1

6 | Detective Branch . wii | sillias ] win | O 3 1 ‘
205 E

2 | Chief Tuspectors.
398 G|13|14] 85|40 | 178 .. |56 |71 114 | 46 3
-

Ouc Clicl Inspeetor commanding both Ordinary aud Native Polico in the Northern Distaicts,

no i i 5 " in the Southern anil Weslern Districte,

e -

7

David Thomp-

son Seymour,
Esquire,
e,
13 May, 1869.

T N P R | P




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

