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Anthropological Case Report  

(FR2119530) 

 

Matter of skeletal remains located at Deebing Heights Development Site 

 

Compiled by Donna MacGREGOR 
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STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS 

I Donna Marie MacGREGOR state: 

1. I am a Scientific Officer of the rank of Sergeant in the Queensland Police Service 

stationed at the Major crime Unit, Brisbane Scientific Section. I am a former 

Lecturer in forensic science and human anatomy at Griffith University and now 

am an Adjunct Research Fellow in forensic science. I am former Lecturer in 

human anatomy at the Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane and now 

an Adjunct Lecturer in human anatomy at the same university. I am also a 

commissioned officer in the Australian Army Reserve at the rank of Captain 

posted to the Unrecovered War Casualties Unit at Army Headquarters, as a 

Specialist Service Officer in the role of forensic anthropologist.   

2. I am the holder of a Bachelor of Science degree with Honours in Forensic 

Anatomy from the University of Queensland. I am also a holder of a Master of 

Science degree in Forensic Science from Griffith University.  I am also a holder of 

a Diploma in Forensic Human Identification from the Academy of Forensic 

Medical Sciences (London). I have also completed internships at specialised 

international forensic anthropology laboratories namely the C.A. Pound Human 

Identification Laboratory in Gainesville, Florida, and the Central Identification 

Laboratory Hawaii on the Hickham Air Force Base, Hawaii.   

3. In my role as Scientific Officer, my duties include the examination of crime 

scenes and the collection and examination of physical evidence, and the 

examination of human skeletal remains. I have over nineteen (19) years’ 

experience in this role. In my former roles as Lecturer in forensic science and 

anatomy, I am responsible for administration and delivery of resources and 

lectures in human anatomy and forensic related content to undergraduate 

students. I am also responsible for the coordination and supervision of 

postgraduate students undertaking research in forensic anthropology and other 

forensic related fields. I had over twelve (12) years combined experience in these 

academic roles. In my role as Specialist Service Officer (Forensic Anthropologist) 

my duties include membership in the field teams tasked with the location, 

recovery, and identification of missing Australian Servicemen from past conflicts 

(i.e., WWI and WWII) in foreign theatres. I have thirteen (13) years’ experiences 

in this role. 
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SUMMARY FOR DEEBING HEIGHTS SKELETAL REMAINS (FR2119530 refers)  

 

4. On 10 May 2022, I was requested by Acting Senior Sergeant Owen ESAIAS of 

the Major Crime Unit, Brisbane Scientific to examine a series of images 

containing possible skeletal remains for a human vs non-human determination.   

5. I was advised that the skeletal remains subject to this examination request, had 

been removed from a site known as “Deebing Heights” some months earlier by 

 of Griffith University. 

6. I was further advised that the images provided to me had been taken by Senior 

Constable DALGEISH of Upper Mount Gravatt Scenes of Crime, and the images 

had been taken at Griffith University, Nathan Campus earlier on 10 May 2022. 

7. On this date, I was sent two (2) emails by ESAIAS to my Griffith University email 

address. The first email contained 42 attached images representing four (4) 

bones in total. The second email contained 64 images representing 

approximately ten (10) larger fragments and multiple smaller fragments.  

8. Attached to the first email were the following image numbers: 313, 315, 316, 318-

323, 325-327, 329-334, 336-339, 341-344, 346-350, 352-357. 

9. Attached to the second email were the following image numbers: 371-374, 376-

379, 381-383, 385-388, 390-392, 394, 397-401, 403-4-4, 406, 408-410, 412, 414-

415, 418-420, 423, 427-432, 434-435, 437-439, 442-446, 450-451. 

10.  I examined the images attached to both emails.  The results were as follows: 

(a) Email 1: I determined that two (2) of the skeletal remains attached to the 

first email were NOT human. They are most likely pig bones. In relation to 

the other two (2) bony elements I was unable to form an opinion as to the 

species of origin due to their fragmentary nature and lack of surface detail. 

The images of the undetermined bones are contained in image numbers 

0338-0339 and 0344-0352. 

(b) Email 2: The images attached to the second email illustrated objects most 

of which I could not identify as osseous or bone material. Many of these 

appeared to be consistent with stone or fossilized osseous material. 

However, some skeletal material was observed and determined to be NOT 

human but consistent with wallaby bones (images 418-423). Osseus 

material was also observed in image 439 and 442 however due to the 

fragmentary nature and lack of surface detail I could not form any opinion 

to species of origin. 

11.  No physical examination of the skeletal remains was completed in this matter. 

 

12.  I completed this report on 10 August 2022. 
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13. This report was reviewed by Dr  Senior Lecturer in Human 

Anatomy (University of Sydney) and NSW State Forensic Anthropologist, on 17 

August 2022. 

 

 

 

Donna MacGREGOR  

B.Sc. (Hons). M.Sc., Dip.FHID, Dip. Policing. 

 

Sergeant, Forensic Services Group, Queensland Police Service 

Adjunct Research Fellow, Griffith University 

Adjunct Lecturer in human anatomy, Queensland University of Technology 

Captain, Forensic Anthropologist, Australian Army 

 

Date__________________________ 

 

 

 

Justices Act 1886 
 

I acknowledge by virtue of section 110A(5)(c)(ii) of the Justices Act 1886 that: 

a. This written statement by Donna MacGregor dated 17 August 2022 and 
contained in the pages numbered 1 to 4 is true to the best of my knowledge 

and belief; and 

b. I make this statement knowing that, if it were admitted as evidence, I may be 
liable to prosecution for stating in it anything that I know is false. 

 

................................................................................Signature 

Signed at Brisbane this 17th day of August 2022 
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